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SUB J : CONGRATULATORY MESSAGES TO THE PRESIDENT 
REF: STATE 030678 

1 . DUE TO THE DEATH OF PRESIDENT FAKHRUDDIN ALI 
AHMED, WE ARE UNABLE TO DELIVER PRESIDENT CARTER'S 
RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT AHMED'S MESSAGE OF CONGRATULA- 
TIONS. 

2. FOR THE SAME REASON, WE ARE DEFERRING THE 
DELIVERY OF THE PRESIDENT'S RESPONSE TO PRIME 
MINISTER GANDHI. WE BELIEVE IT BEST THAT FOR THE 
NEXT SEVERAL DAYS PROTOCOL COMMUNICATIONS WITH 
THE GOI CONVEY ONLY CONDOLENCES ON THE PRESIDENT'S 
DEATH. WE RECOMMEND, HOWEVER, THAT WE BE AUTHORIZED 
TO CONVEY THE PRESIDENT'S RESPONSE TO MRS GANDHI 
AFTER AN APPROPRIATE DELAY. WE RECOMMEND THAT AFTER 
A SIMILAR DELAY A RESPONSE TO PRESIDENT AHMED'S 
MESSAGE BE SENT BUT THAT IT BE REDRAFTED AND 
READDRESSED TO THE ACTING PRESIDENT, B.D. JATTI. 

3. OUR RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING CONDOLENCE MESSAGES 
ARE BEING TRANSMITTED IN A SEPARATE MESSAGE. 
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